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Media Release:

Canadian Garlic Growers prepare for growth with Trade Tribunal win.

Morpeth, Ontario, May 30, 2002 --  For seven years the Garlic Growers Association of Ontario (GGAO) has fought several difficult and drawn out battles to stop garlic being dumped into the Canadian market from the Peoples Republic of China (PRC), and Vietnam.  On March 20, 2002 the Canadian International Trade Tribunal (CITT) ruled in favour of the Canadian garlic growers and upheld and expanded rulings from 1996 and 2001 to give twelve-month protection to domestic growers for a five-year period.  The CITT confirmed that garlic dumped into the Canadian market at below its cost of production had caused severe hardship to domestic growers.

The Canadian Customs and Revenue Agency (CCRA) increased upfront, year round, duties collected to $1.82 per kg on garlic originating from the PRC.  The CCRA has assured the GGAO that additional personnel, resources and new technologies will be used to stem the illegal transshipment of dumped garlic from the PRC and Vietnam.  It was believed that Canada had also been used as an illegal transshipment point for PRC garlic being dumped into a heavily dutied United States market.  Since the imposition and stronger enforcement of the duties, the price of garlic has increased to the point where a domestic industry may again become robust and viable.

“Domestic growers have suffered greatly in the last few years”, says Wayne Passmore, President of the GGAO.  “With this key CITT win and vigilant enforcement by the CCRA, we believe that the market for domestic production will rise quickly from around 500 acres in Ontario to 3,500 acres within the next five years, just to fill 50% of Canadian demand.” 

The GGAO is active on several other fronts with additional initiatives to further help domestic garlic growers as we prepare for this expansion opportunity.

The GGAO will attempt to further assist garlic growers by working with AGRICORP to develop and introduce crop insurance for garlic – something that is currently unavailable for this high value crop.

The GGAO is also seeking to strengthen the growers’ position by applying to be a “Section 12 Representative Association” under the Ontario Farm Products Marketing Commission.  This would facilitate greater market access and stability for commercial growers, while assisting to fund projects with government and private sectors to promote Canadian garlic.

The GGAO is also pleased to announce that its 14th annual field day will be held in Lucan, Ontario on Saturday June 22 at 9 am.  The Field Day is an opportunity for growers to meet and discuss these and other industry issues.

The Garlic Growers Association of Ontario is a non-profit organization dedicated to the betterment of the garlic growing industry.  The GGAO represents about 100 garlic growers mainly in the province of Ontario.  For more information on the association please see our website at www.garlicgrowers.on.ca.
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